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proved to be derived from one of the other two, and the conjecture is haz- 
arded that B is the connecting link. The demonstration goes on to show 
that the compiler of F knew and used B and B' But did he use C ? The 
answer largely depends upon the time of its composition, and this Albers 
has been able to fix satisfactorily, so that all these hang together. And 
yet, although the body of it is younger than B and B', C shows older traces 
not in the others, thus pointing to an unknown earlier text (Urlexl), which 
is designated by the symbol X. Dunstan's Concordia also has vestiges 
of primitive influence, but in the main is derived from the others. The 
writer is certain the Benedict of Aniane knew B' and the unknown text 
X, which are the sources of his Consuetv dines. 

The whole work is of so critical a nature, and the demonstration pro- 
ceeds so much after the manner of a series of mathematical formulae, that 
it is difficult to present the argument in any other way than to state the 
propositions as they are made. Yet the work is far from being baldly 
technical, for the notes contain a wealth of historical information. It is 
an almost impossible hope that the tantalizing Urtext will ever be found, 
and yet, when one recalls Pertz's wonderful discovery of the lost manu- 
script of Richer and Wattenbach's later achievement in a similar line, 

one ventures to hope. 

James Westfall Thompson 
University of Chicago 



A BIOGRAPHY OF HUBMAIER 

Dr. Vedder's biography of one who is coming to be regarded as the 
ablest of the earlier Anabaptist leaders 1 supplies a long-felt want. Hitherto 
our latest and most accurate treatment of Hubmaier has been Loserth's 
monograph, published in 1893, but as valuable today as when it was first 
issued, by reason of the many facts concerning Hubmaier's life which have 
been brought together in this volume. But this book has never been trans- 
lated into English, and in reading it one seems to feel its one grave defect, 
that the author cannot warm up to his subject, even when the excellent 
material that had been furnished him by the scholarly Austrian jurist, Dr. 
Joseph R. von Beck, died 1890, demanded more sympathetic consideration. 
Dr. Vedder's treatment in the book under review is sympathetic, but with 
conscientious regard for the facts, which are stated with clearness, candor, 
and accuracy. He makes the subject of his book to have been a man of 
great ability and generous attainments, a conscientious and successful 

1 Balthasar Hubmaier. By Henry C. Vedder. [Heroes of the Reformation 
Series.] New York: Putnam, 1905. xxiv+333 pages. $1.50. 
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student of the Scriptures, but not a man who could endure privations for 
his convictions, as could other Anabaptist leaders. 

The strongest chapter in the book is the one on the "Teachings of 
Hubmaier." For this he was obliged to study carefully Hubmaier's tracts, 
of which happily a number have come down to us. In intelligent inter- 
pretations of the Scriptures, Dr. Vedder says, Hubmaier "was the peer of 
the best scholars of his age" (p. 155). Of his ability as a writer he says: 
"His power of expression, his sense of literary form, his art of putting 
things .... sets him alongside of Erasmus." Of his Christian spirit 
he correctly notes: "To read the average pamphlets of Luther written to 
confute some adversary .... and then to turn to any writing of Hiib- 
maier is like escaping from the mephitic odors of a slum into a garden 
of spices" (p. 158). 

The readers will find in Dr. Vedder's volume a tabulated list of all the 
known writings of Hubmaier and the titles of some of the most important 
books bearing on the life of the man and the movement he represented in 
those early years of the sixteenth century. To the latter list, in the judg^ 
ment of the reviewer, two more books of Loserth's might be added: Georg 
Blaurock und die Anjdnge des Anabaptismus and Der Anabaplismus in 
Tirol von seinen Anjdngen bis zu seinem Erloscken. 

Dr. Vedder is probably right in his contention that the first syllable of 
Hubmaier's name should have the umlaut, but we fear that Beck's and 
Loserth's spelling of the name without the umlaut, together with the 
difficulty many non-Germans will have with the umlaut, will keep the 
older form of the name in use. 

We hail with satisfaction the annoucement in the Preface that an Eng- 
lish translation of all the writings of Hubmaier may soon be undertaken. 
Hubmaier's peculiar usage of words will be the one special difficulty which 
will have to be reckoned with in such an undertaking. 

Albert J. Ramaker 
Rochester Theological Seminary 



RECENT DISCUSSIONS OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE 

ATONEMENT 

The interest of Professor Stevens' book 1 centers in the atonement of 

Jesus Christ. "Salvation" is viewed particularly with reference to the 

method of its accomplishment, and in a lesser degree with reference to 

its spiritual content. The doctrine is based on the actual teachings of the 

1 The Christian Doctrine of Salvation. By George Barker Stevens. New York: 
Scribner, 1905. xi + 546 pages. $2.50. 



